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Links to Kershaw

According to Ken Garner's In Session tonight book, Kershaw discovered the singer when Pete
Lawrence of Cooking Vinyl brought into John Walters office a cassette 'of this woman he'd recorded
at the Kerville Folk Festival in Texas,' recalls Andy. "We listened to a bit of it, it was a sort of a female
Woody Guthrie, and you could hear trucks rumbling by, train whistles in the distance, crickets
chirping. Pete wanted to get her over here to re-record the numbers. Great idea, | said.

'‘Anyway, the tape burbled on, crickets chirping away; and | suddenly thought, look, if we're sitting
here enjoying this so much will all this noise on the tape, why not just put it out as it is? It's just the
right environment for these songs anyway.' And later, that's precisely what Cooking Vinyl did,
releasing Michelle Shocked's Texas Camp Fire Tapes; yet only after they were convinced by the
overwhelming response they got, when part of it was heard first as a Radio 1 session. Andy had
believed in this idea to the extent of contracting in four of the numbers, which were first broadcast on
25 September 1986.

On his 11 April 1992 show, Andy was miffed that London Records hadn't sent him a copy of the latest

Michelle Shocked album ("Arkansas Traveler"), despite the role he played in breaking the artist in the
UK.

Sessions

1. Recorded at the Kerville Folk Festival: 1986-05-31. First Broadcast: 25 September 1986

. 5am In Amsterdam / The Incomplete Image / Who Cares / The Secret To A Long Life (Is
Knowing When It's Time To Go)

2. Recorded: 1987-04-30. First Broadcast: 14 May 1987. Repeated: 18 June 1987

. Contest Comin' / Woody's Rag Medley / Strawberry Jam / Leavin' Louisiana

3. Recorded: 1988-09-01. First Broadcast: 15 September 1988. Repeated: 03 November 1988

. Anchorage / Must Be Luff / A Wintersong / Sleep / Russian Roulette

Other Shows Played

1986
. 04 November 1986 (John Peel): 5 a.m. In Amsterdam (LP - The Texas Campfire Tapes)
Cooking Vinyl

1987
. 05 February 1987: (Don't You Mess Around With) My Little Sister
. 09 July 1987: If Love Was A Train (12") Cooking Vinyl

1992
. 14 March 1992: Contest Coming (Cripple Creek) (LP - Arkansas Traveler) London

https://andy-kershaw.fandom.com/wiki/Michelle_Shocked
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